
 

Now is the time of God's 
favor, now is the day of 

salvation. 
1893 - 2018       125 years  

Thank you for your study and prayers for the WELS 1st World Mission to a foreign 
culture: The Native American Mission, branded Native Christians. May God bless this 
mission and the mission at our congregation through this Bible study.  

1. Genesis 3:1-8 
You created a perfect world, you created two perfect people and gave them a paradise to live in. 
You have given them perfect freedom, having the ability to perfectly love the creator and one 
another. Because you love them you ask them to use that perfect freedom to trust you and avoid 
one tree, and the fruit that would poison such a perfect world and life. Then you watch as your 
perfect children use their freedom to ignore you, despise your warning, and ruin everything. 

• Would you patiently come to them and show your love, or would you thunder in with your 
justifiable anger? (Are you grateful that you aren’t God?) 

• Did God’s grace, patience, love and mercy begin with the promise, or the moment that 
Adam and Eve ate of the fruit and were not immediately destroyed? 

• Read: II Peter 3:8-11 In what way is God active and inactive while he is being patient? 

2. Genesis 3:9-15 
In his love God acted calmly. He confronted Adam and Eve with the reality of their sin. When 
confronted, his patience and mercy was not appreciated. They hid from him, they made excuses, 
and even blamed him for their sin. Nevertheless, God persevered, not only promising a way back, 
but also promising that someone would come do what was needed to bring mankind back to God. 

• List Adam’s and Eve’s lies, excuses and accusations. Would you describe the conversation as 
friendly? 

• Read: Romans 5:7-10 Discuss how God dealt with his enemies. 

3. 1800’s 
In 1862 Dakota Warriors attacked settlers in New Ulm, MN. In 1876, Custer pursued and was 
destroyed by Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse. Into the 1880’s US Troops battled with the Apache in the 
southwest. In every situation, both sides felt that they were in the right and their enemy was in 
the wrong. 

• Discuss, why in 1893, the Federation of Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota would 
determine to share the Good News of Jesus with the Apache, and why the Apache might 
want to listen to whoever came? 

4. Exodus 3:1-11 
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When Moses was 40 he was filled with a passion to bring justice to his people. However, things 
didn’t work out the way he had planned. Instead of helping the Israelites he ended up having to 
flee for his life. Then 40 years later (Acts 7) after finding a new family, settling down, and thinking 
everything is just the way it should be God says to Moses, “I am sending you to bring my people out 
of Egypt.” 

• How did Moses react to this Divine Call? 
• How big of struggle was it for Moses to accept his calling? (Exodus 4:13-14) 
• Discuss, why Moses had such misgivings about his call, and how the Lord answered those 

misgivings? 
• Discuss, how we feel when we are asked to speak God’s Word to our family, friends, or in 

public. 
• What challenges might a first-generation Christian have when sharing their faith with family 

and friends? 

5. Titus 1:4-9 
The Apostle Paul had left Titus on the island of Crete to complete the mission work which had 
begun. The work to be completed was not to continue to reach out and share the Good News but to 
establish spiritual leaders. In every community these leaders were to shepherd the flocks that had 
been gathered, and by God’s grace grow. They couldn’t just be anyone, they had to be faithful 
Christian men. They had to know God’s Word well and had to be faithful to it. 

• Review the general qualifications of an Elder. 
• Discuss why the qualifications listed in verse nine are so important. 
• Are any qualifications listed that are unique to one culture, language or people? 
• What was the wisdom of completing the mission work in this way? 

6. Native Christians 
Over the past 125 years many faithful Missionary Preachers and Teachers have served among the 
Apache. Additionally, many people have served in the Orphanage and other World Mission programs. 
For each one of these we give thanks to God. However, just as Paul and Titus did not see their work 
complete until local Christians were leading the way, the focus of the Apache ministry today is the 
encouraging and equipping of Apache Christians to serve as God calls them. Just as the Lord blessed 
the work of Moses despite his many questions, so too the Lord is blessing the work the local Apache 
Pastors, Teachers, and Church leaders. 

• Using your smart devices, go to www.nativechristians.org/adults and discuss the work of the 
A.C.T.S. 

• Now go to the menu and review and discuss the Recovery Ministry taking place. 
• In what ways are Native American Christians well-equipped to minister to other Native 

Americans? 
• In prayer, give thanks for the past 125 years of Native American Missions, and ask the Lord to 

continue to bless the work yet to be done.  
 

…to prepare God’s people for works of 
service, so the body of Christ may be 
built up…
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