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	 Below you will find a tour listing the ministry locations and histories God has blessed the 
Apache people with from the SOUTH to the NORTH. The order is only chosen so you can look at the 
map and easily find each location - it is not chronological. Depending on where you begin and the 
amount of time you have, you may map out the route to your desired travel in any order.  
	 Should you have questions - feel free to call the Native America Mission Communication 
Coordinator at any time (if you have cell phone reception - which is quite spotty along these routes). 
262-490-5522 - Debbie Dietrich. 
 Since October, 1893, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod has been teaching, 
preaching,  and worshipping on the San Carlos and White Mountain Apache Reservation. 
They now operate 13 ministries on the reservation:  

- 9 Lutheran Churches 
- 2 Lutheran Elementary K-8 Schools 
- 1 Lutheran 9-12 High School 
- 1 Apache Christian Training School 

 To God's glory, there is an active WELS Lutheran Church in each reservation "district" 
or town. Enjoy your visit to our ministries. Find more information at www.NativeChristians.org.  
Take a digital tour using google earth at: https://tinyurl.com/apachelutheran 

BYLAS: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
 25 miles, approximately 25-30 minutes from the Peridot campus; 
approximately 1 hour East of Globe, AZ.  
	 The community of Bylas was served by traveling Lutheran missionaries from 1903 to 1920. 
 The church was any of the camps in the area.  The parsonage was a newspaper covered cot under 
a mesquite trees.  Later on there was also an office:  a barn with a desk in the loft and hay for the 
missionary's horse underneath.  There has been a resident missionary in Bylas since 1920, and it 
was not uncommon for the missionary to also serve the mining towns of Safford and Morenci. 
 Some, like Missionary Ernst Sprengler (1930-1947), were both pastor and principal of the Christian 
elementary school that was started at the Lutheran Mission in Bylas.  Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
no longer has an elementary school in operation, but still has a thriving church and ministry in the 
Bylas community. 

	 TO NOTE: The campus includes the church with a cafeteria, basketball court, playground, 
three school buildings of which one is used for Sunday school, meetings, Bible study, confirmation 
and ACTS classes, a parsonage and across the street - two teacher homes that are now occupied 
by members. The other school buildings are in need of major repair before they can be used again 
for ministry. They were closed due to lack of funds in 2008-2009. 

	 Presently this congregation is served by Pastor Joe Dietrich and his wife Debbie. Pastor 
Dietrich began his ministry here in January of 2017 after having served in Minnesota; Zambia, Africa; 
Michigan State University Campus Ministry, Louisiana, and Wisconsin. The Dietrich’s together have 8 
grown children living in all 4 time zones. 
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PERIDOT: Peridot Lutheran Church and Peridot - Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Elementary School  
 25 miles, approximately 25 minutes from Bylas and then 1 mile North 
on Hwy 170. Approximately 30 minutes East of downtown Globe, AZ 
	  
	 On October 10, 1893, two WELS seminary graduates, George Adascheck and John Plocher, 
volunteered to work among the Apache people. They arrived on October 10, 1893 in San Carlos 
on the San Carlos Apache reservation where they learned their permission to be there had not yet 
been approved by the military authorities. They left that post and pitched two tents about nine miles 
away at the fort at Peridot, where they gained permission to stay.  Chief Cassadore 
graciously allowed them to use ten acres where the Peridot Lutheran Mission has been located ever 
since.  Faithful Christians continue to come to the Peridot Lutheran Mission today to hear God's 
Word every Sunday in church and send their children to learn God's Word in the elementary school. 

	 This campus is home to the church, the school, five called worker homes presently all filled by 
the teachers of the school. 

	 The School began in 1894 - after the missionaries had taught for one year at the government 
schools. Today they carry out the same mission as they did over 120 years ago: to assist families in 
providing a Christ-centered education which prepares students to serve the Lord faithfully.

 The parents, students, and teachers of Peridot-Our Savior's Lutheran Elementary 
School, in obedience to our Lord's command to bring the children up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord, seek to lead our children to: 
• COME to hear the Gospel message. 
• FOLLOW Christ in living their faith. 
• GO and share the Gospel with others.           

 The school is supported by Peridot, Grace, and Our Savior's Lutheran Churches. The 
school serves approximately 150 students K-8 as of 2018. Should 25-30 more students enroll 
next year, as has been happening annually, the school will need yet more expansion, updated 
infrastructure and housing for additional teachers. Learn more at www.poscrusaders.org 
	 TO NOTE: The base of the church is made from the basalt raw volcanic stones mined on the 
top of the Mesa you can see from the church steps. Inside of these large rocks you will find the 
gemstone peridot, after which the district is named. Peridot is mined in China and in Peridot, AZ. 
The mines are still mined today by Apache families. The large cream stones on the older buildings 
are Tufa Stone - which is no longer mined. This stone is sturdy and yet very light weight! Try to lift 
one that is loose on the walls by the lower parking lot! 

	 Peridot Lutheran is served presently by Pastor Tim Leistekow and his wife Calista. They have 
one child, not even a year old: Rosie. Pastor Tim was assigned as missionary to both Peridot 
Lutheran and Grace in San Carlos, as they are a mere 3 miles apart, at his Seminary graduation in 
May 2018. Pastor Tim attend Luther Prep, MLC and then the Seminary. He and Calista took one year 
off to serve as missionaries in China. 

	 The Native American Mission Field Coordinator, Pastor Dan Rautenberg and his family - 
Katie, and children Allie, Emma, Josiah and Samuel live on this campus as well. Pastor Rautenberg 
travels to coordinate the promotion, administration and direction of the field. He is assisted by a part 
time employee, Mrs. Debbie Dietrich in the communication and event planning areas. 

	 See campus photo on the next page: 
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San Carlos: Grace Lutheran Church 
 2 miles further North on  Hwy 170, then turn right as Hwy 170 turns 
right and becomes San Carlos Avenue - travel approximately 1 mile almost 
to the end of the road, but stop a block before. The church and parsonage 
will be on your right. The newer church is in back of the parsonage - or view 
it by going to the right at the end of the road and right again to go around 
the block.  
	 Grace Lutheran Church began in September of 1918 when the recently ordained Rev. Alfred 
Uplegger was sent from Globe to be a missionary in San Carlos, AZ.  It wasn't long though, before 
he was on the move again.  The entire town of San Carlos was relocated due to the rising waters 
behind the newly constructed Coolidge Dam.   The tufa-stone chapel in “old” San Carlos was 
dismantled and moved to Peridot and used in the construction of a Christian elementary school. 
Missionary Uplegger moved upriver to the new site of San Carlos, located at an old military camp 
known as Rice.  A new tufa-stone church was built in the new downtown San Carlos in 1921, and 
Missionary Uplegger served there until his retirement in 1977.

	 While he served as the pastor, he also invited his father, Dr. Francis Uplegger to live and work 
with him.  Dr. Uplegger,  called "the Gentleman Missionary" by the Apache people whom he 
served, lived in San Carlos from 1927 until his death in 1964. He served as the Superintendent of 
the Apache mission field and was instrumental in transcribing the Apache language.

	 TO NOTE: This campus includes a tufa-stone parsonage updated to include a sunroom on 
the back; the old Grace church also made out of tufa stone - today still beautifully standing but 
unused and in great need of reinforcements should it be used one day again; and the new Grace 
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church, now 15 years old. This parsonage is the one presently occupied by Pastor Tim and his 
family. Pastor Tim Leistekow serves both Grace Lutheran and Peridot Lutheran. 


Cibecue: Gethsemane Lutheran  
 From Hwy 60 in Globe, go north/east towards Show Low on Hwy 60/77. 
This junction is approximately 80 miles from Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport, 50 minutes from Bylas, 25 minutes from Peridot 
Lutheran. Travel north on Hwy 60 for 56 miles, turning left onto Indian Route 
12. Travel approximately 11-12 miles to Cromwell Road. Cromwell Road is 
just before crossing a bridge towards the Cibecue health clinic. The church is 
across the street from the Cibecue Trading Post.  
	 In 1911, a missionary from the East Fork Lutheran Mission was sent 50 miles west to 
the community of Cibecue.  A small mission chapel was constructed in Lower Cibecue with the 
missionary also operating a school program.  In the 1920's, as local people began moving several 
miles up the river, a second chapel was built in Upper Cibecue. 

 	 The main base of ministry was consolidated in the 1970's on the Upper Cibecue site called 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church.  The school program functioned until the 1990's, and the church 
today continues to be an active part of the community.  The people of Cibecue continue to eagerly 
hear about Jesus in both the English and Apache languages each week.

	 The little mission at Lower Cibecue also still stands, serving as a historical marker and used 
on special occasions. 

	 TO NOTE: Cibecue has Sunday services and Wednesday “street” services which are less 
formal and reach out to many local people. 

	 This congregation is served by Pastor Gary Lupe, who was the first Apache man trained ON 
the reservation through our ACTS (Apache Christian Training School) program. He was ordained on 
April 3, 2011. Pastor Gary and his wife Berlita live in the area so that Pastor Gary can serve both 
Cibecue and Cedar Creek as well as assist in orientating all expatriate missionaries as they come 
onto the mission field. Read his story online here: https://tinyurl.com/garylupe


Cedar Creek, Shepherd on the Mountain Lutheran 
 From Cibecue, travel out of town on Hwy 12 for 12 miles. When 
reaching Hwy 60, turn left to go North for approximately 11 miles. Turn right 
onto Hwy 73. Travel approximately 9 miles - look CAREFULLY to your right 
and up high to see a small beautiful church up on a little mountain. Turn 
right into the road and park at the sign to the church. You can walk the 
steps UP the hill to the church OR travel a bit further down the road and 
turn right to find a small parking place to walk up to the church.  
 Shepherd of the Mountain Lutheran Church began almost a century ago when residents of 
Cedar Creek made bricks on the river bank in the center of the community and carried them up the 
hill behind it to build a church. The little church on the hillside continues to be open, welcoming the 
residents of Cedar Creek to worship each Sunday. They are served by the Lutheran pastors of the 
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Fort Apache Reservation. Most recently the small church requested morning services instead of 
afternoon and that almost doubled their attendance! 

	 TO NOTE: This special little church has some very strong Lutherans attending regularly. They 
are served by Pastor Gary Lupe on a regular basis but also by the other White Mountain Apache 
missionaries and pastors as needed.


Canyon Day, Canyon Day Lutheran  
	 From Cedar Creek, travel 14 miles down/east on Hwy 73. As you near 
Canyon Day, look for the gas station/convenience store. Turn right at the 
gas station and immediately follow it to your left curving to stay on S. East 
Road. Travel approximately 1.5 miles down the road past 5th St, 6th St. and 
1 block later on your right are TWO churches - the old and the new Canyon 
Day Lutheran.  
 Canyon Day Lutheran Church began in a reconstructed soldiers' reading room brought from 
Ft. Apache. Instead of being torn down, the building was given to the Lutherans in the area.  They 
took it apart piece by piece, moved it three miles, and put it back together for worship in the Canyon 
Day community.

	 For decades, the smaller communities on the Ft Apache Reservation were served by 
missionaries working together traveling and traveling each week to hold services and visit the 
various camps.  They were assisted by more than a dozen vicars and evangelists.  Since 1982, 
Canyon Day has been served by the missionary at East Fork.  They continue to worship on the same 
site, but in a newer facility constructed next door to the old converted reading room.

	 TO NOTE: This church is presently served by Pastor Dave Bostedt. He and his wife Jo were 
installed in March of 2017 and dwell on the East Fork campus where Pastor Bostedt also serves 
East Fork Lutheran and teaches catechism at the East Fork Lutheran School. Pastor Dave and his 
wife Jo love to bake and cook and have supplied many delicious dishes to all. Pastor Dave and Jo 
moved to Arizona from Temecula, California. He also served in Wisconsin. 


East Fork, East Fork Lutheran High School & East Fork Lutheran Church 
 AND - the Apache Christian Training School (ACTS)  
	 From Canyon Day, continue out to Hwy 73, turning right onto Hwy 73. 
Travel for 1.4 miles turning right onto Fort Apache Road (a.k.a. Hwy 46). 
Travel ahead 4.5 miles turning right to go into the East Fork Campus. You 
will see the school on your right. The church is to your left and further down 
the lane (Mission Lane)


	 A twisted cedar tree still stands on the East Fork Mission campus.  It's seen many changes in 
the last 122 years.  

	 In 1896 Missionary Paul Mayerhoff was assigned the Fort Apache Indian Reservation as his 
field of service.  Given friendly passage from Chief Cassadore of Peridot to visit the land of Chief 
Alchesay in the White Mountains, Mayerhoff set up camp under the old cedar tree on the banks of 
the East Fork of the White River.


www.NativeChristians.org 10.19.2018

http://www.NativeChristians.org


Since 1893, WELS 1st World Mission Field
	 As the years went by, a church was built, a school established, a nursery flourished for a time 
caring for approximately 6,000 people during its years of operation, and a training school for Native 
adults to be equipped for ministry began.

	 East Fork Lutheran School has been sharing God’s Word with the Apache people for over 100 
years.  We give thanks to God that our mission continues today and we look forward to the future.  	 	
	 Check us out on Facebook for updates about our school and events.  Currently served are 
180 students in grades K-12  The high school portion of our school closed in 2008 but reopened in 
2015.  We now have Freshmen through Senior classes and our first Senior class will graduate in the 
spring of 2019. Learn more at www.eastforkschool.com 
	 ACTS: The Mission Training Center of the WELS Lutheran Church on the Apache Reservation 
is home to Our Apache Training School. This adult education program exists to equip Native 
American Christians for Christian leadership in congregations and schools on the Fort Apache and 
San Carlos Reservations and beyond. This program contains a wide variety of in-depth bible studies. 
It is run out of the ACTS building at this Mission center. Currently Pastor Howard Mohlke serves as 
the ACTS Director. At this time he is teaching ACTS Leadership Classes in Whiteriver on Monday, in 
McNary on Tuesday, in San Carlos and then over in Bylas both on Wednesday and in Cibecue on 
Thursday evenings. He also fills in preaching and helps equip our one Apache Evangelist: Mr. 
Leonard Fall in his sermons. 

	 Pastor Howard Mohlke and his wife Leslie moved to East Fork from Idaho in April 2017. They 
have 5 grown children and several grandchildren. Pastor Mohlke served as the chairman of World 
Missions for many years and in Africa prior to sharing his love and experience in mission work with 
the Apache mission.  
	 TO NOTE: Today the tree still stands, but the landscape around it is drastically changed, and 
incredibly blessed with East Fork Lutheran Church, East Fork Lutheran School, and the Apache 
Christian Training School all continuing to share Jesus from that campus to the wider community.

	 The campus is home to a school garden, a small apartment building for called and volunteer 
workers, six teacher/pastor homes, the ACTS building - which was the Nursery at one time, and two 
dorm buildings - one closed and one slightly remodeled into an office/meeting space and group 
dorm housing. This congregation is served by Pastor Dave Bostedt and his wife Jo.  

www.NativeChristians.org 10.19.2018

http://www.eastforkschool.com
http://www.NativeChristians.org


Since 1893, WELS 1st World Mission Field

Whiteriver, The Lutheran Church of the Open Bible 

Turn right onto Fort Apache Road (Hwy 46) when leaving East Fork Campus. 
Take a left onto Indian Route 55 (a.k.a. East Fork Road). Stay on Hwy 55 as 
it curves sharply to the right for approximately 4 miles until you reach Hwy 
73 (a.k.a. N. Chief Avenue) - turn right. Travel approximately 1/4 mile 
north and turn left onto W. Oak Street. The church is on the corner of Chief 
Ave. and W. Oak St. You may park right in front of the church on the road, or 
travel past the church and turn into the parking lot.  
	 In 1910, newly ordained E. Edgar Guenther was assigned to start a school in the East Fork 
area of the Fort Apache reservation. Arriving in 1911, he worked faithfully, but noticed that the center 
of reservation activity was quickly moving away from Ft. Apache to the new community of 
Whiteriver.  With permission he started holding services there.

	 In 1918, something happened that would change the course of his work.  During a 
flu epidemic, Missionary Guenther and his wife, Minnie, rode to the camps to help.  Taking 
rendered skunk oil, Epson salts, tar paper and gallons of soup, they attempted to treat flu victims as 
best they could.

	 One day they found Chief Alchesay in a remote camp, close to death.  The Lord spared his 
life, and Missionary Guenther kept returning to give him the Words of life from the Bible. 

It was the beginning of a close friendship that led to Missionary Guenther being adopted as a blood 
member of the White Mountain Apache Tribe.

	 In 1919 the Guenther's moved to Whiteriver permanently, eventually living in a home they 
ordered from the Montgomery Ward catalog.  In 1922 the church they were building next door with 
their members was completed.  On the day of the dedication of the Church of the Open Bible, 
Alchesay himself turned the key, marched to the front of the church and was baptized together with 
100 members of his Tribe!

	 The church stands to this day, still filled with members of the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe coming to hear the Bible opened and the Word of God preached.

	 TO NOTE: The Open Bible Campus is home to the church, the Guenther Fellowship Hall, a 
Christian bookstore, maintenance garage, and parsonage. 

	 This congregation is served by Pastor Kirk Massey, JR who is our most recent Apache Pastor. 
Kirk Massey graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., in 2015 through a joint 
program of the Apache Christian Training School (ACTS), East Fork, Ariz., and the Pastoral Studies 
Institute. Pastor Kirk and Sheree have five children who attend East Fork elementary and also 
Arizona Lutheran Academy. Pastor Kirk serves not only this Open Bible congregation of over 1000 
members, but also Shepherd in the Pines Lutheran in Mc Nary. He is assisted by our Apache 
Evangelist Leonard Fall. Open Bible is the location of our first and thriving Recovery Ministry, held 
each Friday evening serving members of the church and of the community with God’s Word and 
practical help through hurts, habits and hang-ups. 

	 Read more about Pastor Kirk here: https://wels.net/qa-with-a-native-american-pastor/ 
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Mc Nary, Shepherd in the Pines Lutheran Church 
	 From The Lutheran Church of the Open Bible in Whiteriver - travel 
north on Hwy 73 (N. Chief Avenue) for approximately 19 miles. Turn right 
onto Hwy 260 (a.k.a. White Mountain Scenic Road). Travel 3 miles and turn 
right onto South Evergreen Street. At that juncture is the beautiful little 
church.  

	 Shepherd in the Pines initially began when missionaries from Whiteriver traveled to serve 
the logging towns of Maverick and McNary.  With its mill, McNary was the home of a thriving lumber 
industry and many White Mountain Apache Tribal members.  A church was constructed and 
Shepherd in the Pines was served from 1948 until 1986 by missionaries until the lumber mill closed 
and most people moved out of town.

	 In 2002, when the town was reinvigorated by new housing developments, regular services 
were restarted and continue today. 

	 This congregation is also served by Pastor Kirk Massey Jr. and Evangelist Leonard Fall. 

	 TO NOTE: The inside of this church proper has an altar, baptismal font, lectern and pulpit all 
made out of one gigantic pine tree by the dedicated logging members of the congregation years 
ago. It is extremely unique and beautiful.  

The Native American Mission was branded “Native Christians” in 2017 in anticipation of the 
upcoming 125th Anniversary celebration and as a concise and effective way for Apaches to 
reach out to other Native American tribes with the Gospel. The website and facebook page 
(@NativeChristiansWELS) were created to be a tool to aid in carrying out this mission. You 
may subscribe to the “NAM News” monthly newsletter on the website: 
www.NativeChristians.org. Thank you for your interest, prayers and gifts. 
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